
Lesson Plan: Civil War Photo Album

Teacher Preparation

1. Prior to assigning this project, students should have been taught a unit about the Civil
War. Upon completion of that unit, have students create a photo album of the Civil War
illustrating important people, battles and events of the war. Explain to students that the
camera was invented just before the war had begun and the Civil War was the first time
photojournalism was used to sway public opinion and bring information about the war
directly to the public.

2. Tell students they will be gathering pictures that are historically accurate and arrange
them in a scrap book in a clear, organized format. On each page accompanying the
pictures should be a paragraph explaining the significance of the picture.

3. Requirements:

(A) Pictures should include: six important people (three people from the Union and
three people from the Confederacy), four major battles, three recognizable
events (Signing of the Emancipation Proclamation, Gettysburg Address, etc.), 
and three multicultural contributions (African Americans, Native Americans,
Women, etc.).

(B) The content is historically accurate and timeframe relevant, i.e. pictures should
not be in color.

(C) The album follows a clear organizational framework and depicts the Civil War
era.

(D) The photographs and other memorabilia are creatively arrange so that they tell
a story.

4. Samples from student albums appear on the following pages.
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